MBCA Memphis Section Newsletter - May/June 2020

President's Message:
To All Members, Associates and Friends:
On behalf of our newly elected board, I want to thank you for the trust you are placing
in us, as your leadership, for the coming year. To say it will be challenging, may just be an
understatement. The good news is that we have an experienced, and motivated group of
officers who have a “we can do this” attitude.
As we contemplate just what kind of activities, we might be able to hold in the post Covid-19 world, we
have had to cancel all our scheduled events for the months of May and June. This includes:
• May 2 – Cars & Carbs
• May 23 – Dinner at Redfish
• June 6 – Cars & Carbs
• June 20 – White Squirrel Winery visit
Even though we may be “sheltering in place” or implementing “safer at home” practices, we can still drive
our favorite Benz to places we need to go, or perhaps have some needed detailing, maintenance or repairs done.
If you are not driving your car, you might want to consider a trickle charger for your battery.
Just as some things are currently happening very slowly, others seem to change daily. To help with club
activity, I will publish an abbreviated version, which I have named the River City Flyer. The vice president and I
will work together to send this out between our bi-monthly newsletters.
Until we can again meet, enjoy each other’s company, have a dinner, or visit some interesting places,
please take care of yourselves and your families.
Hope to see you all soon,
Bill Sudekum
President, Memphis Section

Memphis Membership Matters
By Mike McHann (Membership Chairman)
Please welcome our new members Reginald Cooper and Mark Aquadro.
Ordinarily, I'd encourage you to join us at our upcoming events, but in our current
situation we'll make do with remote means to keep in touch for the foreseeable
future.
For the calendar year 2020 we've gained 8 new members and lost 5
members, netting 82 members. We seem to be maintaining our current membership and hope for more new
members in the summer from new car sales and dealership referrals. As a reminder you'll receive a one-month
extension on your membership for every new member you recruit, so be sure you're listed as the referring
member on their membership form.
Let's keep up the good efforts again this year and encourage our fellow Mercedes owners to join. We
have a colorful new application. Let me know if I can send you copies.

From a War Zone to Memphis

Classic Cars
by Lynn Jones
As soon as I graduated from college back in
the seventies, I took a faculty position at the American
University of Beirut in Lebanon teaching animal
nutrition in the college of agriculture.
In 1975, I purchased my Mercedes-Benz from
a used car dealer in Beirut. This was a 1960 model
year, Type W121 Mercedes 190b gas engine, four
speed column mounted shift selector, four-door typical
‘Ponton” sedan. Thousands of Pontons were used as
taxis in Beirut at that time and I had to compete with
many taxi drivers to purchase the car. I became the
third owner after two owners in Switzerland. This car
was registered in Switzerland from 1960-1975, in
Lebanon from 1975-1976 and then in the USA
thereafter.

The Ponton took me on quite a few
memorable experiences during my time in the Middle
East. In the winter of 1974-75, I drove the car with my
two Pakistani grad students over the mountain from
Beirut to the University farm in the Bekaa Valley to
monitor their research. Windswept, cold, and foggy,
there was hardly any traffic, but a small pickup was so
close behind me (Beirut city style driving) that when I
slowed for something, he hit me with what I thought
was enough force to cave in the back of the car and
injure my students. Upon examination there was only
a small bumper dent and one broken taillight. The
driver was all apologies, shrugs and smiles with a little
English but had no idea what I was talking about when
I suggested he pay for the broken taillight. I followed
the advice given to all foreigners in the Middle East don’t argue with the locals over a traffic mishap – drive
on! (Replacing that particular taillight with a
Mercedes-made version costs hundreds of dollars in
2020.)
In 1975 I also took a week-long trip to Aqaba,
Jordan to go diving with several students. The muffler
fell off while climbing out of Wadi Rum in Jordan and
our return to Beirut included a night’s stopover and

visit to Petra in Jordan. This trip included an almost
disastrous experience at a check point coming back
into Beirut.
This car carried my wife and me safely out of
Lebanon in 1976 during the civil war. The first day was
the most precarious since we drove from Beirut to
Damascus with an evacuating UN convoy and had to
cross territory controlled by several different
combatants. The normal two-hour trip took over 12
hours and included a tire blow out, a perilous shortage
of fuel, and being monitored by Syrian helicopter
gunships part of the way. We arrived in Damascus
after midnight and were lucky to find chairs in a very
seedy Syrian hotel’s lobby to spend the rest of the
night. In the morning I found the Mercedes star sitting
neatly on the very dusty hood of my car. Someone
must have tested the spring in the base of the star,
found that it broke from age and metal fatigue where
the spring hooked in, and, not wanting to be labeled a
thief, just laid it on the cowl.
We then traveled from Damascus to Greece to
Italy to Switzerland where I met with the last owner of
the car and the garage owner that sold and serviced
the car through its life at the garage in Lenzburg.
Finally, we made it to Rotterdam where we shipped
the car to Baltimore and flew home.
We cleared customs with the car in European
format, drove to a new job in Memphis, and used it as
our daily driver for almost a year with only Lebanese
license plates and no Tennessee tags. I eventually
put in US-legal headlights that I bought used from Jay
Wiley’s wonderful Mercedes used car resource (junk
yard) in Memphis. I had the car repainted and
reupholstered in 1980, had a valve job done by Jay
Wiley Imports, replaced the exhaust manifold gasket
myself, and have kept feeding it a slow but constant
trickle of small parts since it arrived in the US. I use
only premium fuel with no ethanol and plenty of fuel
stabilizer. For 45 years it’s been a good friend.
Carried us out of a war zone once.

The 2020 MBCA-Memphis Calendar of Events
Our events include delicious dinners, fun drives and how to fix your car. Regardless of your interests
and preferences, you have many different events to choose from. The Memphs Section Board will reevaluate in 30 days to make a determination on future events. We will notify you of any changes.
We hope you are safe and well as we all shelter from COVID-19.
As always, go to memphis.mbca.org for the latest updates on our events.

Date

Event

Location

July 18
August 1
August 22
September 5
September 12
September 26*
October 3
October 10-11*
October 17
November 7
November 7-8
November 14
December 5
December 12*
December 12*

Show & Shine
Cars & Carbs
FedEx Tour
Cars & Carbs
Dinner at Salsa
Memphis Euro-Fest
Cars & Carbs
Renaissance Euro-Fest
Shiloh National Park
Cars & Carbs
Hilton Head Concours d’Elegance
Dinner at Marlow’s
Cars & Carbs
Germantown Holiday Parade
MBCA-Memphis Holiday Dinner

TBD
La Baguette, Memphis
FedEx Headquarters, Memphis
Panera Bread, Germantown
Salsa Restaurant, Memphis
TBD
Bluff City, Memphis
Ridgeland
Shiloh
La Baguette, Memphis
Hilton Head
Marlows, Memphis
Panera Bread
Germantown
TBD
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Membership in the MBCA offers many
benefits including discounts on new cars,
parts and service, a 15% discount at
Brooks Brothers and much more!

https://www.facebook.com/MBCAMemphis https://www.instagram.com/mbcamemphis
Visit our new website: www.memphis.mbca.org

Technical Tips and Tricks (TTT)
by Eric Nowacki

Leather-Love
Here’s something to do while we are
recommended/ordered/choosing to stay home. When
was the last time you paid attention to your leather
seats? Leather is a natural material and it needs
regular love and attention to look and feel great. I’m
sure you have all seen dried, cracked and faded
leather seats in an old car, and by the same token, I’m
also sure you have seen an old car with leather seats
displaying a wonderful patina. The difference
between these two aging processes is the care you
have shown your seats over the years.
Normally, I use a two step process for my
seats, first a cleaner and following that up wih a
conditioner. At the parts store I found a Meguiar’s
single stage leather cleaner and conditioner, so I
decided to give it a try. The process is very simple,
just wipe on and rub it into the leather with a clean
microfiber towel and then wipe off the excess with
another microfiber towel. The process took about an
hour per car, for both front and rear seats in the
GLE350 and E63 wagon.

The results are that the seats are almost as
clean and soft as when I use the separate cleaner and
conditioner products, but with half of the effort. I think
this is a good product to use in between the more
thorough cleaning and conditioning. I’m thinking I will
do the regular two stage clean and conditioning once
a year and this single stage product halfway in
between, just to keep my seats clean and soft. This
works just like a spray on detailer or wax will give you
a quick clean in between more thorough cleanings
and waxings.
A great mental break to take your mind away
from the outside world!
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Materials I used:
•

Red microfiber towel for application

•

Grey microfiber towel for wiping

•

Meguiar’s Rich Leather Cleaner and
Conditioner

(left) Apply the
leather
conditioner
(right) in a circular
motion and work
it into the leather

(left) Then wipe
off the excess
conditioner.
(right) Voila, you
have a clean and
soft leather seat
that will last a
long time.
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